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natural raw materials, sufficiently powerful and consequently
sufficiently concentrated so as not to be dominated and over-
whelmed by the chemical perfumes. These could introduce even
into the most delicate compositions valuable properties of orig-
inality and of permanence; but on the express condition of being
able to sufficiently envelop them with the aid of the product of
flowers, which alone could impart delicacy and sweetness. It is
this demand, further emphasized by the inclination of facing
towards strong and lasting perfumes, which struck me at the
same time as the troubles occasioned by the first products ob-
tained with the aid of volatile solvents. And thus my researches
were directed with a view to obtain the perfume of flowers, in
the form of a powerful product, soluble in alcohol and conse-
quently directly utilizable without previous dilution. They soon
led to a satisfactory solution and to the creation of products
answering to the requirements stated. Since then I have been
able to substitute for the first processes I devised methods more
perfect because derived from the total of the new knowledge
gained regarding the composition of odoriferous substances as
well as regarding their successive conditions in the plant.
These methods have now attained a high degree of perfection
adapted to the treatment of each flower. They have enabled me,
by employing suitable solvents, to leave aside, even in the course
of extraction, the vegetable wax, a substance insoluble in alcohol
and inodorous, and to extract solely and completely the odorif-
erous principle in the form of products perfectly soluble in
alcohol.
These products, absolute essences of flowers (hyperessences),
are exceedingly convenient to use, it being sufficient to place them
in alcohol to obtain a limpid solution as concentrated as desired.
Besides, the perfumer now has at his disposal elements of deli-
cacy and sweetness sufficiently powerful to overcome even in the
most delicate compositions the crudeness of artificial perfumes,
which interpose like valuable ingredients of originality. ,By my